
Looking Ahead: 
The immediate focus for the team will be getting the temporary housing at T-2 finished up and staying 
on top of routine maintenance and work orders. From there, we will look to take care of the rest of our 
2026 projects. It’s going to be a busy and productive summer! 
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Facilities Division Highlights
The Ups and Downs of Garage Door Maintenance 
– Garage Door Repair at Public Works Building #3: 
Multiple doors at Public Works Building #3 were 
having issues, so the team was able to facilitate 
repairs—one of the doors required an entire new set 
of rollers. Much of the team’s time is spent repair-
ing garage doors as they tend to have high-usage at 
places like the maintenance shop and the Fire De-
partment’s two stations. We love the opportunity to 
make repairs and keep everyone working efficiently. 

This Repair Rocks! – Pillar Repair at Tumwater 
Valley Golf Club (See Photos): One of the pillars for 
the covered area at the golf course was damaged by 
a piece of equipment. The team was able to recover 
the broken pieces and repair the pillar. The finished 
product was truly impressive as you can see in the 
photo. Having a highly skilled crew with a back-
ground in a variety of trades allows us to handle 
things like this in-house and save substantial money 
we would otherwise spend on outside help from 
contractors. 

Manager: Chris Graham 

What Happened This Month:
July was an exciting month for the Facilities team! 
Major progress was made on some long-standing 
projects, and several smaller fixes and requests were 
able to be addressed as well. Here are some of the 
biggest wins from July:

Double-Wide Delivery – Manufactured Home 
Delivered at T-2 Fire Station (See photos): A long 
journey to ad-
dress tempo-
rary housing 
for Fire De-
partment staff 
is nearing the 
final chapter. 
From identi-
fying options, 
to obtaining 
council approval for purchase, to permitting and 
development challenges, the manufactured home at 
T-2 has finally arrived. There is still work to be done 
before occupancy, but we are getting very close and 
look forward to sharing the final product!

You Shall [Now] Pass! – Access Control Repairs at 
City Hall and Police Department: A local power 
outage caused some electrical components to fail 
at City Hall and Police Department, taking down 
multiple access-controlled doors. The Facilities 
team was able to get these doors fully operational 
again. Recent training has helped the team become 
self-sufficient in administering these repairs without 
the need for outside help.

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER



Recreation Division Highlights
Summer Camps
Tumtastic Day Camp and Tumwater Trippin’ teen camps are in full swing with 
a total of 83 campers per week. Camps operate out of Peter G. Schmidt  
Elementary and children engage in a variety of games, crafts, field trips, 
swimming and much more!

Skyhawks Volleyball Clinic
Skyhawks Volleyball Camp was held at Pioneer Park July 20-24.  There was a 
total of 11 participants between the ages 6-12. 

Screen on the Green - Fridays, July 17, 24, and August 7
We held two Screen on The Green (SOTG) family movie nights on Friday, July 17 at Tumwater Valley Golf 
Course and Friday, July 24 at Barclift Park.  Between 150 – 200 people attended each movie night.  

4th of July recap – Tumwater’s Annual Independence Day Parade & Family Festival
Over 8,000 people gathered to celebrate the 38th annual parade on the 4th of July. This year’s theme was 
“250 Years and US” and had over 85 parade entries. In the evening we celebrated the 25th annual Tumwa-
ter Family Festival & Nisqually Red Wind Casino Fireworks Show, held at Tumwater Valley Golf Course from 
6pm – 10:35 p.m. Over 15,000 people attended the festival this year. A highlight of this year’s festival was live 
music from The Olson Brothers, who also performed the National Anthem prior to the fireworks. 

Tumwater Craft Concert Series
Our concert series returned for its second year at the Tumwater Craft District in July.  Local bands played a 
variety of music ranging from soul and country to alternative rock and pop for four consecutive Thursdays in 
July starting on Thursday, July 9.  Between 200 – 300 people enjoyed each concert.  

Kick In The Grass
The largest youth soccer tournament in the state was held in Tumwater July 17 – 19.   Fifty-eight teams 
participated with approximately 1,180 players. All 114 games were played in Tumwater, 35 at Pioneer Park 
and 79 at Capital Soccer Fields off 93rd. Teams came from Camano Island, Federal Way, University Place and 
Portland, as well as more local teams from Lewis, Mason, Grays Harbor, and Thurston County as well. 

Adult Cornhole & Kickball Leagues
Our 6-week adult leagues ended the week of July 20. Six cornhole teams and 8 kickball teams participated 
this summer. All games were held at Pioneer Park.

Volunteer Restoration Project Continues at Union Pioneer Calvary Cemetery 
Work is continuing at the Union Pioneer Calvary Cemetery every Wednesday this summer. The Daughters 
of the American Revolution are working with Parks & Recreation to locate and identify lost markers and 
beautify the cemetery. Union Pioneer Calvary Cemetery is one of only four historic cemeteries in the state 
of Washington on the National Register of Historic Places.  The hard work and passion of these volunteers 
show great respect to the early settlers of the Tumwater area.

Manager: Todd Anderson 
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Golf Operations Division Highlights
July has been one of the busiest months of the year at Tumwater Valley 
Golf Club, with a full calendar of community events, tournaments, and 
summer activities. We kicked off the month by supporting the City’s 4th 
of July celebration, with golf carts operating throughout the parade route 
to assist with the event. It was a great example of collaboration between 
departments, and we appreciate the teamwork in creating a safe and 
enjoyable celebration. The festival on the driving range welcomed more 
than 15,000 attendees, culminating in a spectacular fireworks show that 
truly wowed the crowd. Tumwater Valley Golf Club is proud to support 
community events like this that bring residents and visitors together while 
showcasing our beautiful facility as more than just a golf course.

Tournament season continued with several 
outstanding events. We welcomed back the 
Mid-WA Senior Golf Association, bringing more than 120 golfers from around the 
region to Tumwater. Their members enjoy the course so much that they choose to 
visit us twice each year. As always, our staff received numerous compliments for 
their hospitality and customer service, something we take great pride in. We also 
hosted the Bassett Memorial Scramble, with more than 100 golfers participating 
to support a meaningful cause, and the Washington Senior Games golf competi-
tion, which saw a record number of participants competing for the opportunity to 
advance to the regional games.

Beyond tournament play, the course remained a hub of community activity as 
we hosted another successful Screen on the Green event. Between golf, special 
events, and community partnerships, July has been filled with positive interac-
tions and busy days across the property. We are grateful for the dedication of our 

staff, whose hard work and welcoming attitude continue to make Tumwater Valley Golf Club a destination for 
golfers and community members alike.

Manager: Tyler Trimble
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Parks Division Highlights
July was a very busy month for Parks Maintenance staff: support for the 4th of July parade and fireworks cele-
bration, preparing our soccer fields for the annual Kick in the Grass event, keeping 
up with numerous city landscapes, and still readying our sports fields daily for 
several leagues and clinics.

The new City Hall sign landscape was also completed. It is a beautiful design and 
will be even more impressive as the plantings mature into the future. Thanks again 
to all parks staff who were involved in this project.

Jeff Pratt has worked for the City of Tumwater for 26 years and has been the Parks 
Maintenance Supervisor for the last 11 years.  His final day with our city will be 
July 31st.  For me personally, when I came on board 2 years ago, Jeff was a wealth 
of knowledge in many aspects for what our job requires. Thank you, Jeff, for that 
and all of your dedication over the many years! I appreciate it all. On behalf of the 
entire Parks Maintenance staff, we wish you all the best in your retirement! Don’t 
be a stranger!

As one person leaves…another enters.  Chase Olson has been named to the Parks 
Supervisor position. Chase has been with the City of Tumwater for over 9 years.  He is our lead landscaper but 
wears numerous hats as well. Chase will officially start his Parks Maintenance Supervisor position on August 1st. 
Congrats Chase!

Manager: Matt Patton 

Congratulations to Connor Smith on his promotion to full-time status Golf Maintenance Tech II with the Tum-
water Valley Golf Course maintenance team. Connor has demonstrated a strong work ethic, a positive atti-
tude, and a commitment to maintaining high-quality course conditions. We appreciate his contributions and 
look forward to his continued growth and success as a valued member of the team.

Throughout July and August, the maintenance team remained focused on providing excellent playing condi-
tions during the busiest period of the golf season. Staff concentrated on irrigation management, turf health 
monitoring, and daily course setup to address summer temperatures and increased golfer traffic. Greens, tees, 
fairways, and roughs received consistent mowing, fertilization, and cultural maintenance practices to promote 
healthy turf and maintain playability. Irrigation schedules were adjusted as needed to conserve water while 
ensuring quality playing surfaces throughout the course.

In addition to routine maintenance, crews completed several course improvement projects aimed at enhanc-
ing both course conditions and the overall golfer experience. Bunker maintenance, tree trimming, weed con-
trol, and landscape upkeep remained ongoing priorities throughout the summer months. Staff also addressed 
areas experiencing turf stress and continued efforts to improve overall course presentation. As the season 
progresses, the department remains committed to proactive course management, irrigation efficiency, and 
preparing the course for a successful transition into the fall months. The dedication and professionalism of the 
maintenance staff continue to provide golfers and visitors with a safe, attractive, and enjoyable facility.

Golf Maintenance Division Highlights Manager: Eric Thompson



“Thank you for always having us! Every year I get to see more improvements 
with how you guys handle major events in Tumwater. Excellent job to every-
one!! More entertaining, accommodating for vendors and patronage (tables to 
sit and eat) and for that were grateful! We hope to continue to serve the city of 
Tumwater. See you guys soon!” ~ Meggie, Meggie’s Lumpia 

Peak Credit Union shared a message from a member, Sandra, who shared her experience as a new Peak mem-
ber, highlighting both their banking services and Peak’s commitment to the community. This is exactly the type 
of feedback we hope to hear from our sponsors. Through their support of our programming, we are able, even 
in a small way, to help drive business back to them. Much appreciation to Sandra for sharing her feedback!
Sandra says: “I love Peak Credit Union. I’ve been with you all for about a month. You sponsored the Dog Days 
event in Tumwater, and it made me want to become a member.”

“Congrats to you and the City of Tumwater team for again putting on a fantastic experience!”  
~ Jeff Evans, entertainer (see photo at right)

“The fields looked amazing down there, we had 35 total games there over the weekend, 5 on Friday evening, 20 
on Saturday, and 10 on Sunday. The staff on Sunday were wonderful and incredibly helpful! TSC really enjoys 
working with the City on the use of the park, the fields always look great and you guys make our job easy with 
field coordination! Appreciate everything you guys do!” 
~ Meagan Edwards, President, Tumwater Soccer Club

"Just wanted to say thank you for another great cornhole league. I had a blast as usual.  And Ryan and I finally 
won!...The trophies were super cool and I liked the new tee shirts. Thanks for everything you (and the summer 
help) did to make the league successful." ~ Jordan Ely, Cornhole league participant

“I wanted to reach out and say how much I enjoyed the Tumwater Parks and Rec Kickball League this summer. 
Our team had a great time and it was fun to have an opportunity to do something new for all of us at a very 
reasonable price.” ~ Jon Calcara, Kickball league participant
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Kudos Corner

“I would like to express my sincere gratitude to you and your team for orga-
nizing such a wonderful and well-organized event on July 4th. The Tumwater 
Fireworks Show was particularly impressive. ” ~ Saul, Cinco de Mayo Fruits

4th of July Festival fabulous Feedback

Cheers for Kick in the Grass

Shout Out from a Sponsor

Cornhole Compliments

Kickball Commendations


