
 38th Annual Tumwater  
Independence Day Parade 
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Tumwater Parks & Recreation 
360-754-4160 

tumwaterparks@ci.tumwater.wa.us

Parade Entry Deadline: 
Thursday, June 18, 2026 

 
If you submitted your entry and have not received an email confirmation by 

Friday, June 26, contact us to be sure that we have received your entry. 



Tumwater Independence Day Parade 
Instructions for Entries 

 
Parade Date:  Saturday, July 4, 2026 

Check-in/Assembly:  8:30 - 9:30 a.m.  
Shuttle from Check-in to Staging:  8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 
Entry Judging:  9:30 - 10:15 a.m. 
Parade Begins:  11 a.m.; pre-parade: 10:45 a.m. 
 
Check-In Station - Linderson Way between Israel Road and Dennis Street:   
All entries must stop at the check-in station on Linderson Way between Israel Road and Dennis 
Street.  There you’ll receive your parade entry number and instructions.  Any vehicle entering the 
check-in area to drop off participants must exit on Israel Road.  Important: To reduce 
congestion, please appoint one person to check in your entire group. 

Mounted Drill Teams & Large Animal Entries:   
Check-in, parking, and judging will be held at Mountain View Church, 940 Israel Rd SW. Enter from 
Linderson Way and follow the signs to the north side of the church.  You will receive your entry 
number and ribbon at that location instead of at the main check-in station on Linderson Way.   

Due to space limitation, actual performance for judging will be limited. After judging, teams will 
proceed directly to their numbered cone in the staging area. Please clean your staging area 
before you leave.  

Dignitary Check-In: 
All designated parade dignitaries and dignitary escorts will meet in front of City Hall no later than 
9:30 a.m.  They will receive parade entry numbers and other information at that time. They will 
then proceed directly to the staging area, bypassing the check-in station. 

Staging Area: 
The main staging area is along Linderson Way, north of the check-in station. From check-in, 
participants may walk to their numbered entry cone or use the shuttle provided.   

When a vehicle enters staging, the only option is to exit at Capitol Blvd. and Lee St. No reverse 
movement is allowed within the staging area. Support vehicles will not be allowed access to the 
staging area due to limited space and safety concerns.   

Shuttle Service: 
Participants are encouraged to walk to their numbered cone in the staging area if possible; 
however, shuttle service is provided from check-in to a designated location near the middle of the 
staging area between 8:30 a.m. and approximately 9:30 a.m.  Please keep the center of the 
staging area clear at all times to allow for passage of shuttle vehicles.  

Judging: 
All entries are judged prior to the parade, between 9:30 and 10:15 a.m., in the staging area.  All 
units must be assembled and in line by 9:30 a.m. to be judged. Late entries will not be 
considered in judging.  Judges' decisions are final.  Awards will be distributed to winning entries 
as they pass the announcer’s stand.  (Mounted Drill Teams & Large Animal Entries, please see 
Mounted Drill Team section above for more details.) 
 

  



Awards: 
 The following is a list of award categories: 

• Grand Sweepstakes Award  
• Sweepstakes Award  
• Mayor’s Award  
• Dale O. Johnson Community Award  
• Spirit of the Parade Award  
• Music in Motion Award  
• Tumwater Heritage Award  
• 1st Place – Mounted Drill Team 
• 1st Place – Junior Mounted Drill Team  
• 1st Place – Classic Car 
• 2nd Place – Classic Car 
• School Spirit Award  
• Tumwater Arts Award  
• Huggable Pet Award  
• Showstopper Award 
• Pooper Scooper Award  
• Veteran’s Award  
• Best Business Entry Award 

 Restrooms: 
Portable restrooms are located in front of City Hall and in the staging area.  Additional portable 
restrooms are located on Capitol Blvd. at intervals along the parade route. 

Parade Route: 
The parade route begins at the intersection of Capitol Blvd. and Lee St. (McDonald’s) and 
continues south on Capitol Blvd. to Israel Rd.  The route turns right onto Israel Rd., passes the 
announcer’s stand in front of Tumwater City Hall and continues past Tumwater High School 
ending at the corner of Israel Road and Linderson Way. 

Parade Movement and Interval: 
• Entries MUST NOT STOP along the parade route, including in front of the announcer’s 

stand. 
• Reverse movement along the parade route is prohibited. 
• Maintain an interval of three car lengths behind the preceding entry. 
• Marching entries must keep up with the parade. 
• Contact parade officials immediately if you encounter any difficulties. 

Safety Guidelines: 
• Anyone riding on floats or vehicles should only do so in a safe and reasonable manner, 

taking into consideration the movement of the floats and vehicles. 
• Motorized vehicles, trucks and cars:  

o Any float or vehicle over 50 feet in length must be approved by Tumwater Parks & 
Recreation. 

o Vehicles need to be street legal. 
o All motorized vehicles must be operated by a licensed driver, regardless of the 

vehicle's size or use. 
o No excessive speeds, burn-outs, tricks, two-wheel driving or dangerous 

maneuvers.  
• No throwing or handing out food, candy, or promotional products due to insurance 

requirements.   



Guidelines for Dignitaries & Political Candidates: 

• Dignitaries:
o Dignitaries are defined as individuals who currently hold an elected position in a

public office or represent the citizens of Tumwater through leadership positions.
This may include Mayors, Commissioners and Local/State/Federal officials.

o The City of Tumwater provides escort vehicles for Mayors and one vehicle for the
Thurston County Commissioners.  Dignitaries wishing to include additional people
as a part of their entry must notify Tumwater Parks and Recreation well in advance
of the parade.  Accommodation for requests is dependent on the type of vehicle
being provided.

o The City provides signs for each dignitary that state the name and current official
position of the dignitary. Signs provided by the City must be returned immediately
after the parade.

o Elected officials participating in the dignitary section of the parade are not allowed
to campaign or promote for re-election efforts.  Dignitaries are being recognized in
the Tumwater Parade for the work they have done and the positions they currently
hold.  Signs that state, “Elect”, “Re-Elect”, “Vote For”, etc. will not be allowed.

• Political Candidates:
o Political candidates may enter the parade.
o Each entry will be allowed one vehicle which may have as many passengers as can

safely be accommodated. A vehicle with a decorated trailer will be allowed as long
as they are attached.

o There will be no walking, stopping, or distribution of literature by the candidate or
constituents.

o These rules apply regardless of whether the candidate is present.

Announcer’s Stand: 
• The announcer’s stand is located directly in front of City Hall at 555 Israel Rd. SW.
• Award-winning entries will be recognized as they pass the announcer’s stand.

Thank you for your cooperation and support! 

We are excited and pleased to have your participation in Tumwater’s Independence Day 
celebration. We hope that you enjoy your involvement in this event; the community will 

certainly enjoy your entry!   

For additional information, you may contact us at  
tumwaterparks@ci.tumwater.wa.us or 360-754-4160 

mailto:tumwaterparks@ci.tumwater.wa.us
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PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN WAIVER FOR MINORS 
 Hold Harmless & Indemnification Release 
 

Copy this form as needed. Additional forms may also be obtained at Tumwater Parks & Recreation. 
 

Parade Entry Name:              
 
Day-of-Event Contact Number in case of emergency:        
 
NOTE:  If applicant is under 18 years of age, the parent(s) and/or guardian(s) must  
execute the following waiver: 

I, the undersigned, recognize and acknowledge the potential dangers and hazards of my child’s participation in the 
Tumwater Independence Day Parade.  In consideration of my child's participation, I hereby assume all risk of injury or 
liability and waive any right of recovery from or to bring suit against the City of Tumwater, its officers and employees for 
any personal injury, death or other consequences arising out of or in connection with my child's participation in the 
parade. I give my permission to have my child/children below named, to be photographed with the understanding that 
the pictures may be used for Parks & Recreation publications and related publicity. I understand that neither the 
child/children nor I shall receive any compensation for such use of our photographs. 
  
 (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
Child's name:         Child’s Date of Birth:       
 
Parent/Guardian name:        Signature:       
  
 (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
Child's name:         Child’s Date of Birth:       
 
Parent/Guardian name:        Signature:       
  
 (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
Child's name:         Child’s Date of Birth:       
 
Parent/Guardian name:        Signature:       
  
 (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
Child's name:         Child’s Date of Birth:       
 
Parent/Guardian name:        Signature:       
  
 (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
Child's name:         Child’s Date of Birth:       
  
Parent/Guardian name:        Signature:       
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