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CITIZEN POLITICAL ACTIVITY ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY

490.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Person(s) gathering signatures for initiatives or engaged in other political activity have
constitutional protections that many times take precedent over a property/business owner's rights
to keep them from using the property. This policy establishes procedures for how members will
respond to calls for services in regard to this complex issue.

490.2 PROCEDURE

Persons engaged in collecting signatures or other political activity can set up card tables and
chairs outside as long as they do not block access into or out of various locations (businesses,
public parks, post offices, sidewalks, etc.)

There are only three circumstances where members should have any contact with and/or may
detain a person(s) gathering signatures or engaged in other political activity:

a. The property owner is in possession of a court order specifically restraining this activity on the
property and the order contains specific language mandating law enforcement action;

b. The person(s) have entered a business to conduct their political activity; or,
c. The person(s) are blocking ingress or egress.

Our end goal in all three examples is to gain voluntary compliance. Any enforcement action
requires the presence of a supervisor.
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