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 FORWARD 
 
Title 
 
This document shall be known and may be cited as the Tumwater Community 
Development Guide, Tumwater Development Guide, or by its short title, the 
Development Guide. 
 
Authority 
 
The Tumwater Community Development Guide is enacted under the authority 
granted to the City of Tumwater by the constitution of the State of 
Washington, the state law affecting code cities and other sections of the 
Revised Code of Washington. 
 
Legislative Intent 
 
The intent of the Community Development Guide is to provide a 
comprehensive program by which the citizens of the City can guide the 
development of their community in a logical and orderly manner, maintain a 
high quality living and working environment, preserve and enhance the 
natural environment and provide for the protection and enhancement of the 
public health, safety and general welfare.  In carrying out this intent, the guide 
establishes goals, policies, and plans for the land use and development of the 
community.  It provides for the implementation of the goals, policies and plans 
through the adoption, administration and enforcement of plans, regulations, 
procedures, capital improvements and municipal services and programs. 
 
The City's land use and development goals, policies, regulations and 
procedures are the basis for this Development Guide Manual. This guide will 
be updated annually.  Specific administrative operating procedures to 
implement City Council policy will be developed by the Growth Management 
Steering Committee as needed, and shall be authorized by the City 
Administrator. 
 
Some of the sections of this development guide are meant to summarize more 
specific requirements contained in the Tumwater Municipal Code.  These 
summaries should not be construed to necessarily state all obligations or 
requirements that must be met. 
 
Introduction 
 
The Tumwater Development Guide was prepared to provide clarity and 
consistency regarding the City's laws, policies, and standards affecting private 
and public development activities.  In some cases, this Guide does not contain 
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an entire document, but instead references applicable documents and their 
relevant sections.  These combined standards are applied to all projects, 
including the City's own projects, within the City limits, but are also applied to 
other relevant areas, such as projects within the City utility service areas, the 
urban growth management area and any other places that the City provides 
services outside its City limits. 
 
The City's goal is to help produce a high quality of living and working 
environment within the City of Tumwater.   
 
Updates 
 
The City will constantly attempt to update and revise this Guide.  As you, a 
user of the Guide, see errors or omissions, or have any ideas for improving it, 
please let us know.  A convenient form follows for your use.  Please feel free to 
make additional copies of the form for your use.  We welcome your suggestions. 
 
Deviance from Standards 
 
When there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of 
the Development Guide Manual, the Public Works Director, the Development 
Services Director, and the Fire Chief may grant modifications for individual 
cases based on the following criteria: 
 
1. Special conditions exist which are peculiar to the site that are not 

generally applicable to other sites in the City, and that literal 
interpretation of the provisions of this Guide would deprive the property 
owners of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties similarly 
situated; 

 
2. The special conditions and circumstances are not the result of actions of 

the applicant; 
 
3. The granting of the deviation requested will not confer a special 

privilege to the property that is denied other lands; 
 
4. The granting of the deviation will not be materially detrimental to the 

public welfare or injurious to the property or improvements of the 
vicinity and zone in which the subject property is situated; 

 
5. If granted, the deviation should be the minimum that will make possible 

reasonable use of the land. 
 
Any deviation to these standards granted applies only to the specific property 
for which a deviation was granted. 
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In cases where there are very minor administrative changes necessary to these 
standards and in cases where approved manufacturers of materials (such as 
luminaire poles) have changed, such amendments can be administratively 
accomplished by City staff.  Such minor revisions must carry out the intent of 
this Guide and can only be used in cases where technology has evolved beyond 
the current edition of this Guide.  Any such changes must then be incorporated 
into the next Guide update. 
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REVISIONS 
These specifications may be revised periodically as necessary.  Each revision 
will be on replacement looseleaf pages to be inserted as indicated, accompanied 
by a replacement title page with the effective date of the revision. 

It shall be the responsibility of the individual to check with the appropriate 
department's permit counter to insure that the standards used are the most 
current on file. 

As changes in this document occur, we must be able to contact all holders.  If 
this book is relocated or passed on to another person, please notify us of its 
location by returning the Change of Location form to the address shown below. 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE 

CHANGE OF LOCATION FORM

City of Tumwater 
Development Services Department 
555 Israel Road SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501 

Change in book location or assigned person: 

Old New 

Name: 

Company: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Phone: 
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