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Facilities Division Highlights
What Happened This Month: 
August was a super productive month 
for the Facilities team! We were able 
to complete some big projects while 
staying on top of reactive and preven-
tative maintenance. Here are some of 
our biggest accomplishments: 

“From Recreation to Investigation” - 
Police Dept.’s New Detective Space 
(see photos at right): With Parks & 
Recreation’s move to a new facility, 
their old space was transformed to ac-
commodate the Detective Unit for the 
Tumwater PD. The remodel included 
removing one of the office walls to ex-
pand the space, framing in a new door, 
installing new carpet, added electrical, 
new ceiling tiles and light fixtures, fresh 
paint, and installing security film on 
the exterior windows. The completed 
space is something everyone is really 
proud of. 

“A Brewed Awakening” - Brewfest 
Support: Tumwater’s Artesian Brewfest 
is a large event that requires partici-
pation from every division of Parks & 
Recreation. Some of the Facilities’ team 
responsibilities involve transporting ice trailers, paint-
ing lines for parking, setting up a misting station, en-
suring generators are fueled and functioning properly 
as well as providing general support before, during, 

Honorable Mentions: Other projects and maintenance items recently handled by the Facilities team include 
reorganizing the Long Range Planning Office, helping the Fire Department dispose of items in their outdoor 
storage enclosure, repairing damaged bathroom stalls at Pioneer Park, and fixing equipment at River’s Edge 
Restaurant.

Looking Ahead: The Facilities team will continue to complete budgeted projects and take advantage of the 
summer weather. One project the team is really excited to start in the coming weeks involves facing one of 
the retaining walls at the Old Town Center with wood we have reclaimed from the Trail’s End Barn. We look 
forward to sharing the results with everyone!

and after the event. Every member of 
the Facilities team played a part in the 
event and it was a major success.

“All Along the [Brew] Tower” – Brew 
Tower Cameras: The team contin-
ues to add and upgrade cameras to 
City-owned properties and facilities, 
the most recent of which involved 
upgrading the system at the Histori-
cal Brew Tower. The Brew Tower has 
been prone to vandalism and break-
ins over the years, so having the 
highest quality camera footage was 
imperative for prevention and captur-
ing criminal activity. Within the first 
few days of the system being active, 
we captured high quality video of an 
attempted break in.    

“Your Network: Best Served Chilled” 
- City Hall Server Room A/C Unit: 
The City Hall main server room has 
been prone to overheating in recent 
years as the system had a hard time 
keeping up on hot days. The team was 
able to coordinate the install of an 
additional A/C unit to the room which 
is now easily able to keep the room 

below 70 degrees even on the hottest of days. This 
will provide more network reliability for all City Hall 
employees and should make the equipment within 
that room have a longer lifespan. 

Manager: Chris Graham 

AFTER

BEFORE
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Recreation Division Highlights
OTC Senior Picnic: We held our senior picnic Thursday, August 7 at Historical 
Park. Over 80 seniors enjoyed participating in our “Rib Cook Off” event. 

Screen On The Green Movie Nights: Friday, August 8 was our final outdoor 
movie showing for the summer at Tumwater City Hall.  We held four Friday 
movie nights this summer with over 700 people attending. A big thank you to 
our movie series sponsor, Toyota of Olympia. 

Tumwater Artesian Brewfest: On Saturday, August 16 we hosted our 12th 
annual Tumwater Artesian Festival at the Tumwater Valley Golf Course. We had 
approximately 3,700 attendees and over 50 PNW breweries (along with cider 
and spirits) this year. 

Summer Youth & Teen Camps: Friday, August 15 marked the end to our 8-week 
summer youth and teen camps at Peter G. Schmidt Elementary.  We served 
over 660 youths and teens this summer with these camps. 

Tumwater Arts Program - Craft Concert Series: Thursday, August 28, “Dirty 
Cello” from San Francisco, CA performed at the Tumwater Craft District as part 
of our summer concert series in front of over 300 people. The last concert will 
be held on Friday, September 12 featuring “Brian Vogan & His Good Buddies” 
and is a family focused event.  More information online: www.ci.tumwater.
wa.us/arts. 

Manager: Todd Anderson 

Parks Division Highlights
August was a busy month for the Parks division. Summer sports, camps, and numerous other events filled our 
parks with people of all ages enjoying the sunshine. It is especially neat to see the smiling faces of children having 
fun at day camps and sporting events. It is the ben-
efit of our staff’s hard work throughout the city. (See 
photos of staff and their work for the Tumwater Artesian 
Brewfest at right.)

With fall around the corner, it’s now time for aeri-
fication. This consistent biannual process will have 
numerous benefits in our parks, resulting in healthier 
turf, disease suppression, and conservation of water 
from less irrigation. It is tentatively planned to start 
the week of September 15 and is weather dependent. 

We will also be doing some much needed work at 
Tumwater Hill Park this month. This will include a reconditioning of the baseball field with new infield mix and 
crushed rock on the warning tracks. The final phase for the trail system will also take place with additional bench-
es, a picnic table, additional crushed rock, and signage. This will be an in-depth project that will continue into 
winter. We do not anticipate closing the trails during this time although we may close sections periodically.

Manager: Matt Patton 
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Where did the summer go?  Football is back on the TV, kids are 
back in school, and it’s time for aerification, at the golf course and 
at home.The information below was paraphrased from USGA arti-
cles on the aerification process.
Aerification is a crucial maintenance practice for all aspects of the 
golf course. It involves creating small holes in the turf’s surface and 
removing plugs of soil, allowing better air and water circulation to 
the grass roots. This process helps relieve soil compaction, pro-
motes root growth, and prevents thatch buildup, ensuring healthier 
turf. Aerated turf improves drainage, reducing the risk of water 
pooling and improving playability after rain. 
Here are five things everyone should know about aeration:
1.	 Aerate to improve turf quality: This process helps relieve the 

compaction caused by heavy traffic. It also creates a smoother 
playing surface and promotes healthy turf roots.

2.	 Remove thatch: Thatch is a layer of old plant material at the 
surface of the soil. If not reduced by aeration and topdressing, it 
acts like a sponge, holding water near the surface creating a softer playing condition and increasing 
the risk of disease.

3.	 Timing is everything: Aeration is commonly performed when putting greens are playing their best. 
Aerating when grass is healthy and actively growing minimizes damage and allows for a quick return 
to optimal playing conditions. Aerating at other times may be more convenient for the golf sched-
ule, but it lengthens recovery times, increases the risk of an invasion of weeds and could cause 
lasting damage. 

4.	 It’s not as bad as you think: It may seem like there are more holes than grass on the greens right af-
ter they’ve been aerated, but it’s an illusion. Typically, aeration affects less than 10% of the putting 
surface.

5.	 Topdressing following aeration may appear to make putting greens less playable. However, filling 
aeration holes with sand helps create a smoother surface. Sand also creates channels for water and 
air movement, dilutes thatch and helps putting greens recover from aeration more quickly.

Back to the course and the process, with the current aerification equipment we can cover between 1 
and 1.5 acres per hour for punching holes. The maintained turf is just over 100 acres, so just the act 
of creating holes in the ground will take over 2.5 weeks without interruption. Add to that the time to 
mark irrigation heads and the cleanup after the plugs have been pulled and this can be a daunting but 
necessary task. With drainage and runoff concerns, the fall months are by far the best time to ensure a 
complete aerification of the entire property.

Golf Maintenance Division Highlights Manager: Eric Thompson
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Golf Operations Division Highlights
August has been another very busy and successful 
month at Tumwater Valley. We continue to host multiple 
groups, leagues, and community tournaments that bring 
energy and excitement to the course.

A major highlight of the month was the Tumwater Arte-
sian Brewfest, held on the driving range! This event was 
once again a great success for Tumwater Parks & Recre-
ation and displayed the facility as a hub for community 
gathering and fun.

We have also been fortunate to have a dedicated team 
of young staff members supporting our operations 
throughout the summer. As they return to school, we 
want to extend our gratitude for their contributions and 
wish them the very best in the year ahead. Their hard 
work has been vital to our success, and we couldn’t do 

what we do without them.

With school starting up, we’re excited to welcome Black 
Hills High School, Tumwater High School, and SPSCC 
golf teams back to the course for their fall season.

Looking ahead, we will continue to focus on providing 
top-notch experiences for golfers, event participants, 
and the community. The momentum from the summer 
sets us up well for a strong fall season.

Manager: Tyler Trimble

“Always awesome and the best event organizers around! Always goes very smooth and communication is great! 
Thanks Chad! See you next year!” - Email from Kat & Edy, Ay-Chihuahua Dawgs (food vendor)

“We truly enjoyed hosting and would love the opportunity to partner with you on more events in the future. 
Everything went smoothly on our end—truly seamless! Thank you for all your hard work and dedication.”  
- Email excerpt from Stacy Adragna, Toyota of Olympia Client Experience Director

Department Kudos
Screen on the Green Kudos

Tumwater Artesian Brewfest Kudos

“Great job on the Tumwater Brewfest!  Carolyn said she wouldn’t 
change a thing. Thank you & your team...everything went super 
smoothly.” - Email from Maggie Moore, SignGypsies of Olympia

“This was by far our busiest event to date! The attendees absolutely 
loved the 360 booth and we even saw some familiar faces from the 
past couple years!” - Email from IMR Photography

It was a wonderful day. Having a helper there...was worth it to help 
move through more henna designs. There was rarely any more than 
2 or 3 people waiting and everyone was happy with their designs...
Our neighbors with the photos were fun to be next to.”  
- Email excerpt from Glitter Ruby’s Henna Art

Tumwater Artesian Brewfest attendees 
enjoying IMR’s 360 video booth


