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Message from the Chief 

 
On August 16, the community gathered to honor the life of Tumwater 
Volunteer Fire Captain Lyall Smith. Lyall served as a Tumwater Volunteer 
Firefighter from 1992 through 2021. He previously served as the Fire 
Chief at the Black Lake Fire Department and served as a Deputy State Fire 
Marshall until his retirement in 2013. Many of you remember Lyall 
through his volunteer work serving on the Santa engine. Lyall was also an 
accomplished musician playing in many local bands over the years and 
was known as the “singing fireman” among local schools. Lyall stood as 
an icon of the community service and he will be missed not only by TFD, 
but all he touched in the community. -Brian Hurley 

Medical Services Officer 

Tumwater Fire Department responded to 545 calls in the month of July. 
Out of those calls 155 were advanced life support and 7 were cardiac 
arrests 

Compression only CPR is available at Tumwater Fire Department. You 
can sign up for classes through Thurston County Medic One. Classes 
are held the third Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 

Community Outreach 

July, as always, was brimming with excitement! 
With 32 Tumwater Fire Department employees 
staffing the Independence Day events, we were 
able to do our part in maintaining a safe 
environment and community. The fun and highly 
anticipated Family Festival and Fireworks show 
brought in an estimated crowd of 12,000 
individuals. To put things into perspective, the 
entire population of Tumwater is said to be 
roughly 28,000. Luckily even with such a heavily 
populated area, Tumwater managed to avoid 
any major incidents on the Fourth of July. Many 
thanks to our community members for staying 
safe!  

Our department also had an opportunity to 
swing by the Peter G Schmidt Summer Camp on 
July 24 to give the children an informational 
presentation and engine tour.  
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Suppression Report 

 
On July 7, just when we thought the party was over, crews responded to 
a firework explosion in the most unlikely of places. A bystander reported 
and extinguished a small brush fire positioned next to a porta-potty. 
Upon department arrival, smoke was seen coming from the porta-potty 
vent. Inside, a firework tube and evidence of discharge was found. Luckily 
no fire extension was present, and the door was propped open for 
additional ventilation. The City of Tumwater prohibits the use, sale, and 
purchase of fireworks year round to include all safe and sane fireworks.  

 

On July 18, crews responded to a three-car motor vehicle accident 
involving an individual who had been actively fleeing from law 
enforcement. Two of the three vehicles involved were located off the 
roadway. One crashed into the side of a building, and the patient inside 
was extricated then airlifted to the hospital for care.  

 

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

We are aware of the necessity for first 
responders and healthcare professionals to 
properly utilize personal protective equipment 
but often overlook the benefits of utilizing it at 
home. How many times have you cleaned, 
maintained the yard, or entered a confined 
space, such as a crawlspace or attic, without 
using PPE? It’s presumably safe to say more 
often than not. Any time a potentially harmful 
foreign and/or toxic substance is subject to 
inhalation or bodily contact, it’s best to use PPE. 
This equipment includes eye, ear, head, face, 
hand, body, respiratory, and feet protection.  

We don’t often think of wearing gloves when 
doing a quick scrub around the home; however, 
chemicals, bacterial matter and toxins are 
generally present. It’s a good idea to wear gloves 
and in some cases even protective eyewear while 
cleaning. Routine housework should not be 
anyone’s cause of emergency. 

Yard work is another common activity where PPE 
should be used. Living in the Pacific Northwest, 
trees are prevalent and require routine care. 
Aside from safe ladder usage, safety goggles are 
a great resource when utilizing associated power 
tools for tree trimming as they prevent flying 
debris and dust from entering the eyes. During a 
backyard excursion, you may also find yourself 
tackling unwanted organisms with toxic 
chemicals such as pesticides and herbicides. 
Wearing gloves is ideal to minimize skin 
exposure during application. Maybe you’ll even 
end up under the house this fall, potentially for 
rodent/pest mediation. In any crawl space, it’s 
best to wear eye protection, a mask and cover 
any exposed skin. You never know what you may 
encounter in these small and dark spaces. 

With fall rapidly approaching, it’s also the perfect 
time for an in home DIY project. Whenever 
removing drywall, consider wearing protective 
clothing, goggles and a dust mask or respirator. 
Most home insulation contains fiberglass. These 
small particles can irritate skin and eyes while 
also posing risk to the respiratory system. 

 Some of the most preventable injuries and 
illnesses can stem from underutilization of PPE. 
No matter where you are or what you’re doing, 
protect yourself and stay safe!  


	Message from the Chief
	Medical Services Officer
	Community Outreach
	Suppression Report
	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)


