
2008 
SUMMARY 
REPORT 

Tumwater Fire Department 
It’s the water & a lot more! 

Our Mission: 
To provide the citizens of Tumwater protection 
from uncontrolled fire and hazardous materials 
through prevention efforts and suppression 
activities, as well as  provide comprehensive 
pre-hospital emergency medical care to the sick 
and injured. 

 
Year 2008 Achievements 

 
 
A major accomplishment was the revising, drafting and 

implementing of the Fire Master Plan with the consultant, 
Autumn Enterprises, Richard Small. The last plan was 
created and updated in the mid 1990’s.  

A HUGE difference was made towards the Thurston County 
Food Bank, through the leadership and dedication of 
Lyall Smith for his major role in the organization of the 
Holiday Caroling engine. Engine 26 was seen rolling 
through the very slick and snowy streets of Tumwater 
spreading cheer to the young as well as the more seasoned 
citizens. This year 4,000 pounds of food were donated 
and $1,550.00 in cash was donated to the food bank. 

The fire department has continued to be a satellite 
distribution center for the Thurston County Food Bank. 
This has continued to be organized by the Firefighters 
Union, Local 2409 and has served 253 individuals in 
2008. 

During Fire Prevention Week, the shifts provided 32 Fire 
Safety Talks to local youth groups, totaling approximately 
725 children. 

Replacement hires were FF Jon Kalar, FF/PM West 
Comstock and FF Donovan Cathey. 

The engine company responded to 2,432 calls in the city and 
the medic unit responded to 1,795 calls throughout the 
city and the county.  

The contract with Tacoma Community College was 
renewed. The purpose of this Agreement is for field 
training and mentoring of paramedic students. 

Bob Sapp retired after serving the City of Tumwater for 35 
years as a paid firefighter. 

Dennis Presley retired after serving the citizens of 
Tumwater for 30 years.  

The department received a grant through the West Region 
EMS Injury Prevention Program, providing 36 bicycle 
helmets to help promote a more healthy bicycle safety 
community. 

Tumwater’s finest Volunteer Firefighter, Lyall Smith, was 
awarded the American Red Cross Good Neighbor Award. 
A plaque was presented to him at a breakfast honoring 
him at the St. Martin’s Pavilion. 

Seven auction birthday parties to be held at the Tumwater 
Fire Department Headquarters Station were donated to 
local non-profit organizations as fundraisers. 

Final papers were signed with FEMA  so the Tumwater Golf 
Course and Pioneer Park could be repaired from the 
December 3, 2007 flood. 

FF/PM Josh Stewart (A Shift) graduated from the Bates Fire 
Academy and was also presented with the “Chiefs 
Command Award”. This award was only presented to 4 
members of the Academy.  

Tumwater Fire Department 
It’s the water & a lot more! 

Olympia Regional Airport 
     
  Alert I       2__ Responses               
Aircraft approaching the airport is in minor 
difficulty.  Emergency equipment will stand by at 
stations. 
  Alert II     3__ Responses 
Aircraft approaching is in major difficulty.  
Emergency equipment proceeds to standby position 
on the field. 
  Alert III    1__ Responses 
Aircraft is involved in an accident and the response 
is immediate.  Emergency equipment will respond 
to incident site. 

Fire District #15 is located southeast of the City of 
Tumwater and occupies 1.5 square miles.  Property 
use of the District is a mixture of agriculture, 
commercial, recreational, single and multi-family 
residences.  Governing the District is a three person 
Board of Commissioners.  The Tumwater Fire 
Department has provided fire protection and 
emergency medical services to Fire District #15 by 
a contractual agreement since 1967.  

Fire Calls 10 

Advanced Life Support (ALS) 24 

Basic Life Support (BLS) 46 

Other Calls 29 

Total 109 

Tumwater Fire Department                                 
311 Israel Rd SW 
MLG: 555 Israel Rd SW 
Tumwater WA  98501 

Phone: 360-754-4170 
Fax:      360-754-4179 

Thurston County Fire Protection 
District #15 (Munn Lake) 
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 Response by Time of Day 
  0001 0801 1201 1701 
  0800 1200 1700 2400  
      Calls  478 513 719 722 
 

                Response by Fire Management Area 
            FIRE EMS TOTAL 
     North End           278   707      985 (41%) 
     South End           349 1098    1447 (59%) 
     TOTAL           627 1805    2432 
 

                        Response Times 
              FIRE EMS TOTAL 
     5 minutes or <  231   418   649 (27%) 
 5.1—7 minutes 129   637   766 (31%) 
     > than 7 minutes 267   750 1017 (42%) 
     TOTAL  627 1805 2432 

False Alarms 218 

Fire Calls 76 

Good Intent/Smoke seen 176 

Hazardous Condition/Chemical Spills 64 

Service Call/Provide Non-urgent assistance 92 

Emergency Medical Calls 1805 

Other (Severe Weather)/Rupture, Explosion 1 

TOTAL 2432 

Public Education/Engine & Station Tours 79 

Juvenile Firesetter Counseling Sessions 0 

TOTAL 79 

Admin 365.5 

Aircraft Fire/Rescue 43 

Apparatus/Equip Maint 26 

Apparatus Driver/Operator 143.5 

Emergency Medical 317.5 

Fire Prevention 176.5 

Fire Suppression 813.25 

Haz Mat 210.5 

Occupational Health/Safety 54.5 

OTEP 426 

Technical Rescue 553 

TOTAL 3129.25 

ENGINE RESPONSES MUTUAL AID CALLS 

County 1135 

City 660 
TOTAL ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT CALLS 1795 
2225  

TRAINING HOURS 
(Numbers are rounded) 

MEDIC UNIT RESPONSES 

TOTAL ENGINE & MEDIC  
RESPONSES IN THE CITY 4227 

1998-2008 ENGINE & MEDIC UNIT 
EMERGENCY RESPONSES 
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County ALS City Engine & Medic Calls


